ago by Baber in the days before he had con-
quered India. The town as it stands to-day
really dates from the time of Baber's grandson,
Akbar, the greatest of the great Mogul rulers
of India. Akbar, a contemporary of Queen
Elizabeth, was sometimes known as Jal~al-eddin,
a title meaning "splendour of religion"., and the
city was named after him. During the first
Afghan War with the British,, the city was held
by Sir Robert Sale. His defence of it, from
November 1841 to April 1842, is a brilliant
episode in British military annals.

As we approached, we could see nothing but
the high mud walls that surround the city. We
drove direct to the Amir's winter palace, which
lies a few hundred yards to the west of the Kabul
gate in the centre of a tropical park. With its
graceful spires and its light blue walls, it looked
from a distance like a palace of gossamer out of
fairyland.

After our trip across the desert from India
we felt within the Amir's winter residence like
modern Aladdins for whom had been conjured
up a palace of the Arabian Nights. Each room
seemed to have been occupied that very day,
yet there was not an attendant visible nor even
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